
New SAFT_PT requirement in 2013 
 

Legal requirement 
The requirements in Portugal for the submission of the so-called SAF-T PT reports have been changed 

recently.  

 

The submission of SAFT-PT files to the Tax Authorities was not mandatory and the SAFT-PT  should be 

available when requested. 

 

At the end of August 2012 was published the Law-Decree nº 198/212 that predicts the submission of 

all the invoicing details in a monthly basis as a new monthly tax compliance obligation for the 

company that should occur until the day 8 of the following month (the first one is on February 8th).  

 

Only in the week of  November 12th  Tax Authorities clarified  this Law-Decree giving the companies 

guidance for being compliance with the new legislation: 

 

Under the new legislation it is required to submit the reports on a monthly basis from January 2013 

onwards. The report had to be submitted the 8th day following the months.  

 

So in principle the first submission on Feb 8th for the transactions in January 2013. 

 

There are 4 type of reports that had to be submitted electronically. 

1 – Header;   Company code master data 
2.2 – Customer  All relevant PT customer master data 
2.4 – TaxTable  Relevant Tax master and summary data 
4.1 – Sales Invoice. Sales invoice details on line item level, some detailed data elements and also 

accounting summary data, includes manual created sales invoices as well. 

 

The output had to be submitted in a (nested) xml format.  

 

It will be very challenging to implement all the changes on time. 

 

Standard SAP functionality 
The preferred option is of course implementing the standard SAP report. 

 

There is a “standard SAP” transaction to generate SAFT-PT  XML files. Experience from other 

customers shows that the basic configuration of this standard transaction is very complicated. 

  



Analysis of the process and the output data shows that at least on the short term this SAP 

transaction is complicated to achieve based of  the following observations: 

 

 SAP SAFT-PT is not a “stable” solution. Evidence for this statement could be found in the 

numerous so called OSS notes. There are more than 50 OSS notes that had to be 

implemented before the solution is working. 

 The SAP SAFT-PT solution is developed to generate audit files and not a monthly subset of 

the data and there are not sufficient selection criteria available to generate a fit for purpose 

file. In many test files the majority (>80%)  of the data was redundant . 

 Process in SAP is very complicated and every month IT had to run a so called DART process 

before the reporting transaction could be executed 

 There are incorrect data in the resulting output files: i.e. negative unit prices, customer- and 

billing numbers that don’t match against the standard SAP data   

 The resulting output data are not complete: a number of specific tax data (taxtype, taxcode 

etc.) are missing 

 

SAP already identified that changes are required for the new monthly SAFT-PT reporting and earliest 

May 2013 this might be delivered.  

 

After delivery of the new SAP solution there might still be significant configuration required and the 

operational SAP solution will be available a couple of months after delivery by SAP 

 

Process for manual workaround: 
There are however other options available.  

 

The basic design for a workaround solution is to extract the raw source data form the relevant SAP 

tables and use other software tools to load the relevant data from the source SAP tables, do 

additional mappings and data preparations and create the required XML files. 

 

Based on the fact that it is very complex for SAP to provide and configure the solution it won’t be an 

easy exercise. The advantage of doing it outside SAP is that there is more flexibility in creating the 

solution and it would most likely more cost efficient.  

 

Pre-requisite: 
In scope are only the standard SAP billing documents, based on sales orders: the so called manual FI-

only invoices are not is scope. 

 

For the download of the data from SAP tables an Extraction tool (ABAP query) should be developed 

to download the required data from SAP  and  provide the data in database format, CSV format or 

another structured layout. An alternative is to use standard transaction SE16/SE16N in case the 

volume of transactions is not too big. 

 



Solution Options: 
The identified options to create the SAFT-PT file outside SAP are: 

1. Internal  Tool solution: download data from SAP, load data into SQL database, mapping and 

adding of required data elements, scripting, XML output creation 

2. External “cloud” solution: download data from SAP and upload the raw data in the cloud: 

“Third Party (KEY group) will load data into SQL database, mapping and adding of required 

data elements, scripting, XML output creation” . The  Output XML files will be send to the 

company 

3. External “excel/manual” solution:  download data from SAP and send the raw data by email. 

“Third Party (KEY group) will develop an Excel solution with a lot of manual steps, mapping 

and adding of required data elements, scripting, XML output creation” . The  Output XML 

files will be send to the company 

 

 

Design and development 

There will be a significant amount of design and development work required. SAFT-PT is a very 

complicated and non-standard compliance requirement and the available data in SAP do not match 1 

to 1 with the required output data. Design and development activities will include: 

 Identification of source data in SAP tables 

 Defining the detailed requirements for the output 

 Defining the logic to transform existing SAP data to required output data: create new master 

data tables, mapping of data-elements, calculations . Estimated number of mappings/new 

master data tables is about 15-20 occasions 

 Programming to create the predefined output format (XML) 

  

 

 

KEY GROUP  



Pro/Con analysis 

  Advantage   Disadvantage 

1. Internal Tool solution Full Inhouse solution   
Very ambitious timeline for 
development 

  Low operational monthly costs   Internal IT resources required 

      Ongoing maintenance required 

      
A new datawarehouse/database will 
required 

        

2. 3rd Party SQL cloud Solution Limited internal IT resources required   
Higher cost for design and 
development 

  
Full automated solution without 
maintenance for company     

  Relatively fast to implement     

  Fixed budget     

  Low operational monthly costs     

        

3. 3rd Party Excel Solution Limited internal IT resources required   Higher operational monthly costs 

  Fast to implement   Manual activities required 

  Fixed budget   Longer process timelines 

        

 

Based on our experience with IT projects in multinational environments it will be very challenging to 

implement the solution on 31 January 2013 for option 1. We refer for arguments to disadvantage 

overview 

 

Required data from SAP for workaround solution 

 

High level overview of required data for SAFT-PT from SAP : 

 Customers data 

 Billing document data 

 Billing document: e-signature data 

 Tax data from GL document 

 Tax code data  

 Optional:  GL document data 

 


